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Reduce propenty taxes on new construction

f<rr use of graywater systerns

This bill provides a tax abatement for new construction projects that instalt a gray
water reuse system. Gray water reuse systems are the next step in lnnovative
water conservation efforts and have the potential to dramatically red.uce our
impact on the natural environment. A system by itself will cost approximateiy
$z,ooo and range frorn $3,ooo to $ro,ooo (more for larger projects) for full
installation depending on the site and cornplexity of the system and if it will
include irrigation or only waste transfer (flushing toilets). Over time, the building
o\,\'mer will see savings on their water utility bill of approxirnately gg-4o% as a
result of the system (BRAC Systerns, sorr). However, sometirnes these savings
over time are discounted naore and the upfront capital cost of the system is
valued more" A tax abatement will shorten the payback period and make the
upfront investrnent rnore attractive to building owners and contractors.

Gray Water Basics:
' Gray water is any wastewater from showers, tubs, laundry and bathrooru

sinks that does not contain sewage or food particles"
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Gray water use can account for anywhere between za-6a% of totai
household water use, depending on how much is used for other uses such
as outdoor irrigation (Aquacraft Inc., 1995).
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" Gray water can easiXy be reused indoors for toilet flushing" Three retrofits
of this nattlre have been installed in Helena and Bozeman.

' Outdoor irrigation for watering plants must be through a subsurface
irrigation system.

Other points of interest;
. .A,s an added benefit, a gray water reuse system wiltr increase the long-term

value of the property.
. The bene{it of having a tax abaternent on new property, oniy, and" not on

renovations is that the existing tax base will not decrease.
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fCIr: use of,gray water systerxns

This biltr pr'ovides a tax abatement for new consiructicn projects that instali a gray
lqrater lletlse svstent. Grav water reuse systems are the next step in imnovative
water conservation effq:rts and have the potentiatr to dramaticaltry reduce olu
impact on the naturatr env'inonn'ient. A systena hy itself nill cost aprproxinnateny
$z,ooo anel range frorn $3,ooo to $ro,ono (more for iarger projects) for frili
ierstaXlaticin dependirlg on the site and coinplexif_rz of the qrstem and if it will
insiude irrigation or c'nny waste transfer (flusiring toiletsl. Over time, the budlding
ov'/rier wili see savings on their waten utility bill of approxinnateiy 35-r4o% as a
resu.lt of the system (tsF-AC Systems, zCIlx). Howevetr, sorrretinaes these savings
over time are discountec[ more arrd the upfront capita] cost of the system is
valued motre. A tax abatemaent wiln shorten the pavbactr< period aard naalre ilre
r:pfront investrnent rrrore attractive to hr-rilciing-**ourr and. contractors^

Gray Water Basics;
. Gray water is any wasiewater frorn skrowers, tubs, laundry and bathroom

sinks tteat d.oes irot contain serr/age or food partictres"
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Gray water xlse can account for anpn&aere betweerx z.o*6aYa o{ totan
householctr water use, dependierg on hovv much is us.ect for other us,es suctx

as o utdcot' irriga.tion (.{quaaraft iirc", egg5).
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. Gray water aan easily be reuseql indoors fon toitret ftuslaing" Three r:etrofits
of this nature have been instatrled in F{enena and Bozernan.

" Outdoor irrigation for watering plants must be through a suhsurface
irrigation systen:"

0ther points of irnterest:
. .As an added benefit, a gray waten reuse sy-stem wili increasethe long-terlra

value of the property.
. The benefit of having a talr abaterxlent on new property, olliy, and not on

renovations is tliat the existing tax base rn'iil not decrease"
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